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Take a second look for safety this Child Safety Week
Staff and parents at <insert name> are calling on all families to take a second look for safety this Child Safety Week.  To mark the week they will be <insert activity>
Katrina Phillips, Chief Executive at the Child Accident Prevention Trust, said: 
“Every year, far too many children are badly injured, disabled or killed in preventable accidents. With the help of organisations like <insert name> we can tackle this head on.
“We are asking families to take a second look for safety.  By checking simple things, like making sure your hot drink is safely out of reach of small hands, the safety gate on the stairs is closed properly, your smoke alarm is working, or by taking a second glance at the speedometer, you can make a real difference to a child.”
<insert name>, <insert job title> at <insert name>, said:

“Child Safety Week gives us the opportunity to put accident prevention at the top of everyone’s list. It’s definitely not about wrapping children in cotton wool. We want families to understand the real risks to children and gain practical safety skills.” 
CAPT has identified five key areas of risk to children and is encouraging families to take a second look for safety to help reduce the risk of serious accidents.

Poisons

Fact: 
Today, 11 toddlers will swallow something so potentially harmful that they will be admitted into hospital. Detergent capsules and concentrated detergents can pose new risks to young children.
Tips:
Check all cleaning products and medicines are stored out of reach and sight of young children – ideally in a high locked cupboard. Use products with child safety caps and look out for products containing a bittering agent such as Bitrex®. Don’t forget the detergent capsules under the sink and the painkillers in your handbag.

Falls
Fact: 
Today, 45 toddlers will be admitted to hospital because they’ve had a serious fall. Falls from windows can cause severe injuries or even death.
Tips: 
Fit safety catches to stop your windows opening too wide. Safety gates can prevent serious falls on the stairs.

Burns

Fact: 
Every day this week, six children will be so badly burned that they will be admitted to hospital. Hair straighteners can still burn your child eight minutes after they’ve been unplugged.
Tips: 
Put your hair straighteners out of reach straight away after you use them. Remember to put hot drinks out of reach too, as they can still burn a small child 15 minutes after they’ve been made.
Fire

Fact: 
During Child Safety Week, two toddlers will be admitted to hospital because they’ve inhaled poisonous smoke from a fire in their home. A young child can die in under a minute from breathing in poisonous smoke.
Tips: 
Fit a smoke alarm on every level of your home and take a few minutes each week to check they are all working properly.
Roads

Fact:
A third of children and young people injured crossing the road admit they
didn’t stop before stepping off the kerb and as many said they didn’t look.
Tips:
Teach children the Green Cross Code and set a good example yourself when crossing the road. Remember children will copy what you do. Keep your speed down and your eyes open when you’re behind the wheel too.
Ends

For more information please contact: <insert contact details>
Notes to editors 
1. The Child Accident Prevention Trust is the UK’s leading charity working to reduce the number of children and young people killed, disabled or seriously injured by accidents, without ‘wrapping them in cotton wool’.  Child Safety Week is CAPT’s flagship community education programme, supporting trusted frontline professionals to empower parents and families to improve child safety in their local communities  www.childsafetyweek.org.uk 

